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Completing the XBRL chain 

• From where 

• Today  

• The need 

• Our role 

• Assurance Stack 

• The last mile 



Important lessons for us ! 

 
Financial intelligence firm reports that 95% of U.S. 
firms use spreadsheets for financial reporting        Coda 

20% to 40% of all spreadsheets contain errors   
                                                                 Panko, Hawaii  

50% of spreadsheet models used operationally in large businesses 
have material defects                                              Powell, Baker, Lawson 

$600m fraud perpetrated by John Rusnak at AIB/Allfirst  
was spreadsheet related                                                                            Butler.  

Errors were discovered in the Basel II.5 model, including, most 
significantly, an operational error in the calculation.  

http://arxiv.org/ftp/arxiv/papers/0910/0910.2048.pdf


- A EBA/EIOPA instance can 

be over 3 million lines of 

XML!  

- Can be over 150.000 

contexts  

200.000 facts,  

800.00 members 

 
(meer dan 300.000 contexts) 

We have to provide better results  



Internal Control 

Assurance provider 

Source XBRL 

Control 

Render 

Audit 

send 

Report chain  



Formulas and tables are crucial 

Formulas are a key instrument and 

Table layouts are essential parts  
of our delivery 

 

 

 



Consistent Presentation 

Table Linkbases 

XBRL Formulas 

True and Fair view 

XBRL Dimensions 
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Consistent Presentation : True and Fair view 

• Based on Uniforme Presentation  

• Extended with Consistent rules 

 

Extra :   Table Hierarchy  

Optioneel o.a. 
• First page 
• Table of Content (TOC) 
• Scaling  
• .. 

Use the tables ! 



Table Linkbase terminology 



Formulas and tables are two sides of the coin 

 



• Balance 

• Notes 

• Movement 

Example 



• Entity and  
   document information 
 

Consistent True and Fair view 



Use of Tables 

• 1. Table Hierarchy order 

• 2. Amounts in … 

• 3. Current - Previous 
 
 

1 2 

3 

Consistent True and Fair view 



Optional 
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• 6. Entity name  

• 7. Scaling factor 

• 8. Amounts in … 

• 9. Style for totals 
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Consistent True and Fair view 



Optional 
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Consistent True and Fair view 

10. Long texts 
11. Short facts 
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Optioneel 
12 

Consistent True and Fair view 

12. First page  
 
       Information page 
 
 
 



13. Logo 

16. Footer 
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Optioneel 
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Bonus 



XBRL the biggest innovation you will not see 



The last mile 



Paul Snijders. 
www.semansys.com  
paul.snijders@semansys.com 

Thank you 


